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West Hills Art League 
membership year 
begins September 
1st and extends 
through August 31st. 
Membership is open to all art enthusiasts 
who share our mission.

West Hills Art League is a volunteer 
organization. Members  
volunteer their time and skills for the 
better of the organization. ​​

Cost for new and returning members is 
$25 single and $35.00 family (2 adults 
residing at the same address). Members 
who pay their dues by the November 
meeting will have their names put in a 
drawing for a free 2024 membership!
Some membership benefits include: 
• �Guest speakers
• �Eligibility for entry into the WHAL 

annual art show and other league-
sponsored events

• �Seasonal activities
• �Opportunity to meet & share with other 

artists

*Membership is not pro-rated. So join 
early in the season!
**By joining our league you automatically give us 
permission to use photos of yourself or your art in 
our publicity materials including brochures, website, 
social media, etc. If you prefer to opt out of this 
please notify us in writing.

Meetings are held during the months 
of September through May, on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month from 7:00 - 9:00 
pm. A guest demonstrator/speaker is 
invited to present at each meeting. 
Demonstrations encompass a variety of 
media and style, as well as informative 
speaker presentations on the business 
side of being an artist.

WHAL Virtual  
Show And Share 

on Tuesday, 
Sept. 5 @ 7pm

Cory Bonnet is a Pittsburgh oil painter and  
preservationist who paints contemporary  
nostalgic scenes of Pittsburgh and the  
surrounding area using salvaged and  
reclaimed materials.

Bonnet earned a BFA in Drawing and a Minor  
in Art History from Edinboro University of  
Pennsylvania in 1998. The importance of  
sustainable development was a huge catalyst  
in defining his work. The use of reclaimed 
materials and focus on conservation of historic 
buildings led Bonnet to earn the title of LEED 
AP from the USGBC. This gave him an in-depth 
understanding of sustainable building prac-
tices and reinforced his commitment to using 
salvaged, reclaimed or sustainable materials in 
his work.

Bonnet was named “2017 Preservationist of the 
Year” by the Young Preservationists Association 
of Pittsburgh.

Bonnet has worked on a number of community 
development initiatives and works with local 
charities to help them reach fundraising goals.

Growing up in the Pittsburgh area, Cory Bonnet 
has always appreciated the inherent beauty of 
the city and its surrounding neighborhoods. His 
paintings reflect the optimism and beauty he 
sees in his hometown.

Bonnet’s work can be seen by appointment at 
his studio in the Energy Innovation Center 
1435 Bedford Ave PGH, PA 15219 and 
Pattern Gallery 1421 Penn Ave PGH, PA 15222 
www.corybonnet.com

Thursday, September 21st, 7pm-9pm
Meeting & Artist Presentation

Cory Bonnet
Oil Painter and 
Preservationist 

https://www.corybonnet.com


I hope you are all doing well as we move into our exciting new member-
ship year!

The West Hills Art League has many wonderful opportunities coming 
up as we continue to celebrate our 55th anniversary year! Our goal 
remains “To Promote Artistic Growth of Our Members and Encourage 
Public Appreciation for the Arts”. 

Thank you to everyone who filled out our member survey. It is helpful to 
know that you all value our opportunities to show your art, artist talks/
demos, group hands-on workshops, monthly newsletters, website, plein 
aire, and social media.

The West Hills Art League membership year begins September 1st and 
extends through August 31st. Membership is open to all art enthusiasts 
who share our mission. You do not have to be an artist to be a mem-
ber, you just need to love art! Please visit our westhillsartleague.com 
membership page today to renew or join for the 2023-2024 membership 
season. 

There is so much going on in September and October its going to be 
hard to fit it all in on this page but here goes! Detailed info will be in-
cluded throughout the newsletter and on our website and social media.

• �Our first monthly membership meeting is 7pm on Thursday, Sep-
tember 21 at Robin Hill with a member show and share followed by a 
demo by Cory Bonnet. Guests are welcome. Corey is a Pittsburgh oil 
painter and preservationist who paints contemporary nostalgic scenes 
of Pittsburgh and the surrounding area using salvaged and reclaimed 
materials. https://www.corybonnet.com/about/. We would love to 
see a strong turnout for our meetings to support the wonderful guest 
speakers that Kim Freithaler arranges for us.

• �We will also be returning artwork from the Northland Library Show at 
September’s meeting. If you have pieces in the show, please stop by to 
pick them up. We do not have any available storage space so please 
make arrangements to have your art collected if you cannot attend.

• �Our monthly WHAL Virtual Show And Share is on Tuesday, September 
5. Please join us for this informal chat session with other WHAL mem-
bers. Meeting ID: 919 0881 0265 Passcode: 452164 https://cmu.zoom.
us/j/91908810265?pwd=eHU3dG5pcmlHdU1MZTllN2Q5UEFvUT09

• �Many thanks to Helena Valentine for leading our Free Little Art Gallery 
(F.L.A.G.) Network project which is now located on the patio of the 
Moon Township Free Public Library. Helena painted and decorated our 
little gallery and has volunteered to monitor and curate the future art-
work. Thank you to Leah Shuck for volunteering to be our liaison with 
the library to set up community Paint One Take One mini art programs. 
Finally, I want to give a shout out to Autumn Blair and the Sharpsville 
Girl Scout troop(30325) for donating the supplies and labor to build 
our little gallery. This was part of Autumn’s Gold Award project and she 
did a great job! We will be planning an opening reception art show at 
the library in the near future. More info to come.

• �We will have to have a tent at the Moon Wizarding Festival from 2 
to 7:30pm on Saturday, September 9th at Moon Park. We will be 
promoting the West Hills Art League and our new Free Little Art Gallery 
(F.L.A.G.),  by doing a $5 Paint One Take One Mini Canvas activity for 
festival goers. Set up begins at 11:00am. Volunteers are needed to 
help with the booth for the day. Please email Debbie Tobin at westhill-
sartists@gmail.com if you are available to take a 3-hour shift.

• �Thank you to Gena Gorder for leading our Plein Aire Outings! Our first 
outing of this membership year will be held on Thursday, September 
14, 10:00 am at Greendance The Winery at SandHill, Mount Pleas-
ant, Pa. https://www.greendancewinery.com/ Greendance is a winery 
located on a 120-acre working farm and offers expansive landscape 
views of vineyards and farm. Please email Gena if you plan to attend. 
Gena is still looking for a volunteer to help organize the outings.

• �WHAL Artists are invited to participate in the Coraopolis Art Walk 
again this year to be paired up with local businesses and display their 
art from 11am-3pm on Saturday, October 14. Please email Debbie To-
bin at westhillsartists@gmail.com if you are interested in participating.

• �The Artwork Drop Off for the WHAL 55 Anniversary Show will be Sep-
tember 30, 9:00am -12:00pm at Gilberti Fine Arts Gallery 1030 5th 
Avenue, Coraopolis, PA. The show will run October 1 through Novem-
ber 3 with the Opening reception on October 14 during the Coraopolis 
Fall Festival and Art Walk. 

• �I’d also like to announce our October 15th, 9am-3pm Plein Aire Day at 
Roselea Farm with artist demo and guidance by award-winning artist 
plein aire artist William Pfahl https://williampfahl-fineart.com. This is 
an amazing opportunity to paint at this beautiful and historic private 
32 acre 1905 Tudor mansion estate. This event will be free to current 
members and open to non-members for a modest $5.00 fee.

We have much more to come! If you are a current member I hope you 
will renew your membership today online through our westhillsartleague.
com membership page. If you aren’t  already a member this is your 
chance to join us for this exciting year!

Debbie

Letter from the President
Hello All!
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WHAL Member News & Art Openings





Janine Simmons earned a Merit Award at the Living 
Canvas Show!

Lynda Kirby’s artwork, “Life And How To Live 
It” was accepted into the Mister Fred Rogers 
Fine Arts Juried Exhibition at the Latrobe Art 
Center,. Opening reception is 9/8 and will be 
showing through the end of the month.

WHAL Member News & Art Openings

Lynne Preisser ‘s artwork, 
“Antigua Vacation” was 

recently displayed in the 
Pittsburgh Watercolor Society 

Waterworks Show.“Chloe” 2023 Oil on canvas 
20” x 16”

“Copper” 2023 Oil on Canvas 
20” x 16”

Kelley Bush recently completed these 2 art projects. Be sure 
to check more pet portraits at https://www.facebook.com/
petportraitsbykelleybush/

Steph Moraca will have a solo 
exhibition at the Hoyt Confluence 
gallery in New Castle PA from 
November 14 - January 11!  The 
show will feature my landscape 
paintings that follow the theme 
“Amazing US Landscapes”!

https://www.facebook.com/petportraitsbykelleybush/http://
https://www.facebook.com/petportraitsbykelleybush/http://


Off the Easel! Recently sold work from WHAL members:

Leah Shuck
SOLD!
Commissioned house 
portrait in watercolor 
and Micron Pen.

WHAL Member News & Art Openings

Emily Glass
SOLD!

Autumn Falls
Acrylic on Canvas

Somber Vision
Watercolor on Paper

Flower Cart
Watercolor on paper

Laid Bare
Charcoal on colored paper 

Mixer
Watercolor on paper

Golden Triangle 
Acrylic on canvas

When the Fog Lifts
Acrylic on canvas 

Steph Moraca
SOLD!
“Great Sand Dunes Sunset”
Acrylic on canvas panel
12x16”

Painting sold at the Living 
Canvas show at Studio 4!

Janine Simmons 
SOLD!



WHAL August Challenge: 
Self Portrait

As the end of summer draws near and autumn will soon be upon us, draw, paint or photograph something that 
represents the passing of time. Email your submission by Sept. 27th at kirbycreativeservices@yahoo.com

SEPTEMBER 2023 ART CHALLENGE: TIME 

Lance Maloney
“Why the Long Face?”

James Tobin Debra Tobin

Lynda Kirby

INSTRUCTIONS:
Stare at the pink dot in the bridge 

of my glasses for 30 seconds, 
then look away at a blank wall!

Helena Valentine
“Helena working on her iPad”.

Digital rendering. 
As they say the mirror doesn’t lie! lol



Call for Artists

http://westhillsartleague.com


Call for Artists

https://northhillsartcenter.org


Call for Artists

northhillsartcenter.org


NEW MEMBER SCREENING
Applicants for P I T T S B U R G H Society of Artists 
membership are asked to submit three (3) original works 
completed within the last two years and not under direct 
instruction. Each applicant is assigned a number which is 
attached to each piece for the screening. Work is consid-
ered by members of the board of directors. Applicants are 
accepted by a two-thirds vote of board members present. 
Work must be finished and gallery-ready. Appropriate 
hangers and stands must be provided for three-dimen-
sional work.

Screening to be held on Sunday, September 17, 2023
Applicants must register for event to be considered for 
membership.

Drop off three (3) original works (completed within the last 
two years) to be considered, at the Wilkins School Com-
munity Center in Regent Square, Room 105 at 12:30-1:30 PM 
and return for pickup 2:30-3:30 PM.

Works must be finished as appropriate for gallery hanging.
Applicants will be notified of acceptance or rejection via 
mail. There is no fee for screening. If accepted, annual 
dues are $40.00.

Following are rough guidelines board members follow in 
evaluating submissions. These are based on generally ac-
cepted guidelines for judging art.

CONSISTENCY: The most decisive factor in judging a 
candidate for membership is the artist’s ability to speak 
with a recognizable voice through their work. Consistency 
in style and medium allows an artist to showcase their 
talents in the particular area in which they are most ac-
complished.

VISUAL INTEREST: Visual interest is evaluated by look-
ing at the strength of the work based on the elements and 
principles of art and design.

CONTENT: The work is examined with an eye towards 
originality, expression and meaning.

CRAFTSMANSHIP: Craftsmanship is rated according to the 
skill and degree of quality in the work and presentation.

Registration is required.
REGISTER FOR SCREENING

Call for Artists

Aqueous Open
2023 Annual
International
Exhibition
Oct 7 - Nov 30

For full details on how to enter, 
please read the prospectus at: 

www.pittsburghwatercolorsociety.com

https://www.pittsburghsocietyofartists.org/event-5369933
https://www.cognitoforms.com/ButlerArtCenterGallery/NatureWildlifeExhibit2023
https://pittsburghsocietyofartists.wildapricot.org/event-5369933
https://www.pittsburghwatercolorsociety.
com/aqueous


Call for Artists

Sweetwater’s Annual Holiday Mart 2023: November 30th – December 3rd
Call for artists! Sweetwater is currently seeking artists for our 2023 
Holiday Market. Artists may either apply to vend their own table/ 
booth OR consignment space.

Dates: Thursday, November 30th – Sunday, December 3rd
Application Deadline: September 5th at midnight
Artist Notification: September 22nd

Sweetwater Center for the Artists is seeking 2 groups of artists to vend 
their own 6′ x 6′ space in our Community Room.

GROUP 1 artists will vend Thursday, November 30th from 5-10 p.m., 
and Friday, December 1st from 1-9 p.m. (13 hours total). Thursday, No-
vember 30th will serve as the Holiday Market preview party with a VIP 
donor reception, and Friday, December 1st runs in conjunction with 
Sewickley’s Light Up Night.

GROUP 2 artists will vend Saturday, December 2nd from 11 a.m. – 7 
p.m. and Sunday, December 3rd from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. (13 hours total).

Both GROUP 1 and GROUP 2 will be responsible for their displays and 
table space within a 6′ x 6′ area. These vendors will be responsible for 

their sales and transaction, Sweetwater will not take a percentage of 
sales. Upon acceptance, artists will be responsible for a $125 booth fee 
made payable to Sweetwater Center for the Arts.

CONSIGNMENT ARTISTS will apply to have their work displayed for 
the course of the 4 days in Sweetwater’s gallery/ consignment space. 
Consignment artists must drop off their work at Sweetwater NO LAT-
ER THAN MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH. Artists within the consignment 
space do not need to be present at the time of sales, for Sweetwater 
will handle all sales and transactions. Sweetwater will receive 30% of 
artist proceeds from sales.

Sweetwater’s gallery will serve as the consignment artist area and 
is located on the mezzanine level of Sweetwater’s Community Room 
with wood floors and natural lighting. Sweetwater’s gallery is cur-
rently not wheelchair accessible.

THERE IS NO FEE TO APPLY TO HOLIDAY MARKET. 

Please contact Exhibitions and Events Manager Liana Agnew at lag-
new@sweetwaterartcenter.org for any questions, or call 412-741-4405 
ext. 103.

https://sweetwaterartcenter.org/call-for-artists/holiday-market-application-2023/
https://laurelarts.org/artist-call-for-entries/


Call for Artists

https://www.tuscartcenter.org


PASTEL WORKSHOP
OPEN TO ALL!

Visit the Pittsburgh Pastel Artists League 
website for class description and to register.

https://www.ppal-artists.com

Loriann Signori  4-day (In Person) Workshop  
“From the Marvelous to the Mundane”

Dates: Wednesday, October 25 - Saturday, October 28
Location: Gilberti Fine Art 1030 5th Ave., Coraopolis

Time: 9:30 - 4pm
Cost: $550 (members) $600 (non-members)

WEST HILLS ART LEAGUE 
55TH ANNIVERSARY SHOW
October 1 - November 3 at Gilberti Fine Art 

Studio and Gallery during the Coraopolis Fall 
Festival and Art Walk

• Opening Reception: Saturday, October 14, 1-4PM
• Art Drop Off: September 30, 9AM - 12PM
• Art Pick Up: November 4, 9AM - 12PM

WEST HILLS ART LEAGUE 
$55 HOLIDAY ART CASH AND 

CARRY SHOW
� December 2, 9AM-1PM at Robin Hill Carriage 

House during the Moon Township Garden Club 
Greens & Things Sale

• Drop Off & Pick Up details TBD
• Opening Reception details TBD

WHAL Celebrates 55 years in 2023!

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR for 

these upcoming 
events!

NORTHLAND LIBRARY TRAVELING ART GALLERY

The West Hills Art League has art displayed at the 

Northland Public Library, 300 Cumberland Rd.,

Pittsburgh, PA 15237, adult section, 2nd floor.

The show will run now thru September 20, 2023. 

Events and Shows

MONACA
ART WALK

SEPT. 8TH - SEPT. 23RD
The Art Walk will take place on 
Monaca’s Pennsylvania Avenue 

store fronts during the 
Monaca Fall Festival.

https://www.ppal-artists.com
https://northhillsartcenter.org
vlovewell@gmail.com


Events and Shows

This exhibition will be on display from September 1 – 30, 2023.
Opening reception and Award Presentation will be on 

Friday, September 8, 2023 from 5 – 7 p.m.

Latrobe Art Center  |  819 Ligonier Street, Latrobe, PA 15650



 
 

PWS 2023 
 

Christopher Leeper Weekend Watercolor Workshop 
Friday, October 20, 6:00 – 8:00 P.M., Meet & Greet  

Saturday, Oct. 21, and Sunday, Oct. 22, 2023; 9:30 A.M.-4:00 P.M. 
 

Pittsburgh Watercolor Society is delighted to 
present a Weekend Watercolor Landscape 
Workshop with Christopher Leeper. A frequent 
award winner in several juried and invitational 
Plein Air events yearly, his work is seen in solo 
exhibitions throughout the country. Chris wrote 
and illustrated Realism in Watermedia (North 
Light), and has had work featured in The Artist 
Magazine, Plein Air Magazine, Watercolor Magic, 
and Ohio Magazine. A 2020 finalist in the Plein Air 
Magazine Salon, his work was featured in 
August/September 2021 issue. Chris also serves on 
the Board of Trustees of the Ohio Plein Air Society, 
is Past President of the Ohio Watercolor Society, 
and is a signature member of the National Oil and 
Acrylic Painters’ Society. View Chris Leeper’s work 
and bio at https://www.christopherleeper.com 

There will be demonstraQons with Qme for one-on-
one instrucQon during the workshop. ParQcipants 
may bring their own reference photos, and Chris 
will have reference photos available to paint. He 
can also provide the demo image to those who 
want to draw before the workshop. The emphasis is 
on value, but parQcipants will also learn how a 
variety of colors can be obtained with a minimum 
number of paints. 
Supplies List, Descrip7on, and Cancella7on Policy 
can be viewed and printed from the PWS website 
when registering for this event.  
PARTICIPANTS MUST ATTEND BOTH SATURDAY 
AND SUNDAY of the workshop, but Friday evening 
aUendance at the “Meet & Greet” is opQonal. CDC, 
state, and local health and safety guidelines will be 
followed during this in-person workshop. 

WORKSHOP LOCATION: 
S0fel Fine Arts Center – Oglebay Ins0tute 
1330 Na0onal Rd. Wheeling, WV. 26003 
 

COST FOR TWO DAY in-person WORKSHOP:      
PWS Members: $210; Non-Members: $250  
 

         
 “February Light”   “Glimmer of Hope” 
 

Friday Night Wine & Cheese/Meet & Greet:   
FREE for workshop parAcipants, 
All others: Suggested donaAon: $10-$15.  
 

REGISTER AND PAY ONLINE securely: 
hWps://piWsburghwatercolorsociety.com/events  
(scroll down to Christopher Leeper Workshop) 
 

Ques0ons? Pwsworkshops75@gmail.com  
 

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT IN FULL DUE:  
 Online: October 13, 2023, 11:59 P.M.  
      *Mailed: Postmarked by October 6, 2023  
 

*PWS prefers online registra7on and payment. To 
register and pay with check or money order: Make 
payable to Pi#sburgh Watercolor Society, enclose with 
form below and mail to: 
 PWS Leeper Workshop c/o 
 Wilkins School Community Center 
 7604 Charleston Ave. 
 Wilkinsburg, PA. 15218   
 

 

NAME       
        
ADDRESS:      
       
        
PHONE:       
EMAIL:        
 

_____Member $210    _____Non-Member $250 

The first half hour of pain1ng is 
“make it or break it” 1me. 

Learn the importance of value, 
color temperature, and 

intensity to spend more 1me 
pain1ng and less 1me mixing. 

 

Events and Shows

https://www.pittsburghwatercolorsociety.com/Events


@WestHillsArtLeaguewww.WestHillsArtLeague.com

BOARD MEMBERS:
Debra Tobin - President.............................................................................debratobin@ymail.com
Kim Freithaler - Vice President / Programs.................................  kimartagain@gmail.com
Leah Shuck - Secretary...............................................................................leahshuck@gmail.com
Audra Zampogna - Treasurer...............................................................twoaudra22@yahoo.com
Helena Valentine - Membership........................................... helenamvalentine@yahoo.com
Cindy Gilberti - Website / Social Media.............................................c.b.gilberti1@gmail.com
James Tobin - Multimedia..................................................................... jamestobin@yahoo.com
Lynda Kirby - Publicity / Communications................kirbycreativeservices@yahoo.com 

Send Newsletter submissions to:
Lynda Kirby • kirbycreativeservices@yahoo.com

Send Social Media submissions to:
Cindy Gilberti  •  c.b.gilberti1@gmail.com

West Hills Art League
P.O. Box 633, Moon Township, PA 15108

The 26th Annual Hameau Artist Retreat 
September 26-30, 2023. 

Day options available for all Hameau Artist Retreats.
Hameau Farm Studio Artist Retreat is a gathering place for artists to 
share, create, learn, and have fun. The unique studio, variety of land-
scape views, seasonal farm to table food, and camaraderie compel the 
artists to return. From the beginner to the professional artist, Hameau 
captures and inspires the creative spirit in a positive and supportive 
atmosphere.
 
Susan Nicholas Gephart believes in nurturing the  
“Artistic Spirit” of the individual artist. Hameau Farm Studio in The Big 
Valley of Central Pennsylvania has been the perfect place for her to 
organize Artist Retreats for the last 20 years.
 
We welcome artists of all media and levels, serve  
beautiful meals catered to individual needs, and we will work to fit 
your schedule, interests, and budget.
 

The panoramic views and comforts of the Hameau Farm Studio along 
with its well-lit space for demos, critiques, and painting make it an 
ideal getaway for artists. The beautiful fields, valleys, Amish farms, 
and lush Kish Creek await the colors of your palatte. Beyond Hameau 
lie Brookmere Vineyards, Plum Bottom Farm lane, and the view of 
Juniata Valley at Jack’s Mountain.
 
Life doesn’t get much better for artists, when all they have to think 
about is “Which beautiful scene should  
I paint next?”

Register online, https://www.snicholasart.
com/hameau-artist-retreat

Art Classes at Gilberti Fine Art Studio
To register, email:gilbertifineart@gmail.com

Events and Shows

https://www.snicholasart.com/hameau-artist-retreat
http://westhillsartleague.com
http://www.WestHillsArtLeague.com
mailto:debratobin@ymail.com
mailto:kimartagain@gmail.com
mailto:leahshuck@gmail.com
mailto:twoaudra22@yahoo.com
mailto:helenamvalentine@yahoo.com
mailto:c.b.gilberti1@gmail.com
mailto:jamestobin@yahoo.com
mailto:kirbycreativeservices@yahoo.com
mailto:kirbycreativeservices@yahoo.com
mailto:c.b.gilberti1@gmail.com
https://gilbertifineart.weebly.com

