
Diane Pontoriero has been creating and  
teaching art for over 50 years. She knew at  
an early age that creating art was what she 
wanted and needed to do. She was able to help 
her high school art teacher teach art classes  
to the middle school classes showing the  
importance of art education. Her artwork is 
inspired by nature and she enjoys painting 
landscapes especially local nature reserves like 
Beechwood Farms. Diane works in a variety 
of media: oil, acrylic, watercolors, pastels, fiber 
arts, and ceramics and has been fortunate to be 
able to teach art to all ages, from 4 to 94 years 
old. She has taught elementary and middle 
school art locally and has been teaching art at 
the North Hills Art Center for many years. She 
is currently the pottery studio supervisor and 
President of the Board of Directors at the North 
Hills Art Center.

Education
Pennsylvania State University: Bachelor of 
Landscape Architecture
Carlow University: Certification in Art Education 
(k-12)
Carlow University: Masters in Art Education
Art Exhibitions/Awards
Erie Arts Festival: Panorama – Ceramics award
Erie Arts Festival: Special Award – Ceramics
Society of Contemporary arts – Birdhouse Exhi-
bition
Cranberry Municipal Building – Solo Show
North Hills Art Center – Solo Show – Seasons
North Hills Art Center – numerous awards.

This Month’s Guest  
Demonstrator:

Diane Pontoriero
Zoom Meeting 
May 20, 7pm-9pm

N E W S L E T T E R
West Hills Art League

MAY 
2021

Join Us For 
the WHAL 

Annual 
Mother’s Day 

Art Show 
& Sale! 

Virtual Artists 
Reception 

Sunday, May 9th 
1-4pm

WHAL Virtual  
Show And Share 

Tues., May 4 @ 7pm

Join Zoom Meeting
https://cmu.zoom.us/j/
95783299353?pwd=dm
MyMnp6N0w3ZEJPSH

N5ZDJUTWN2UT09

This year’s annual art exhibit will 
be presented virtually with images 
of all artwork compiled into a video 
presentation which will be posted 

on our website, Facebook page and 
YouTube channel.

Our Judge, Diane Pontoriero, will 
review the digital images and select 
the award winners. Winners will be 

announced on Sunday, May 9th 
during an online presentation. 

Meeting ID: 957 8329 9353
Passcode: 544042



May
Artist 

Spotlight

Colleen grew up near Conneautville, PA on a farm with 2 broth-
ers and 3 sisters. She is an identical twin. Colleen has always 
loved creating paintings. She went to school at Edinboro Uni-
versity and received a Bachelor’s Degree in Art Education. She 
substitute taught for a few years and worked several odd jobs 
until she began working for the Court system in Beaver County, 
PA. Later she obtained her Master’s Degree in Criminal Justice. 
Colleen is married and a mother of three grown children and 
now a grandmother. Life is so short, try and do what you love. 
Painting is her passion. Don’t give up on your dreams!!

As an Artist Colleen likes to create pieces that have a variety of 
complementary colors and design. You will see that throughout 
her paintings. Usually something in nature or an individual will 
catch her eye and it will lead to a new piece. She paints because 
it is a part of her. She has painted and drawn since she can  
remember. Colleen believes we are all given talents and this is  
her gift to share with you. 

https://www.colleentittiger.com

Colleen Tittiger



WHAL April Challenge: 
Spring Reawakening

Paint A Memory
Email your submission to kirbycreativeservices@yahoo.com by May 31

MAY 2021
CHALLENGE: 

Lynda Kirby
“Dandelions & Violets”

Digital Sketch

Gina Judy -”Daffodil Patch”

josette baker -”Daffodil Patch”
“St. John’s Wort”, 7” x 11”, watercolor

Leah Shuck
“Finch” Oil Pastel Sketch

Ralph Bonnar “Signs of Spring”
 10”×7” watercolor

Kim Freithaler - Ink

Neelam Dwivedi
Oil Paint Tools using Artage App

Helena Valentine
Watercolor Doodle 

“The Boys Are Back In Town”

Debra Tobin

James tobin
“Spring Moon”

Helena Valentine 
Secret Garden” by Johanna 

Basford done with watercolor 
paints. Adult coloring booka



Call for Artists

The Anthropology of Motherhood project is seeking works of art  
and design that engage in the complex visual, material, emotional, 
corporeal and lived experiences of motherhood, care-giving,  
parenting, nurturing and maternal labor.  Selected works will be on 
view from June 4th-13th as part of the Three Rivers Arts Festival.  
AOM is a functional, hybrid exhibition that is innovatively designed 
as both an art space, an interactive amenity, and a place of respite for 
families of young children.  This exhibition welcomes all media and 
innovative use of materials.

Submit here: https://www.anthropologyofmotherhood.com/traf-sub-
missions-2021

A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words
Photography Exhibit
June 5-27 Butler Art Center
Associated Artists of Butler County announces the 2021 Juried 
Photography Exhibit, “A Picture Is Worth a Thousand Words”,  
an exhibit dedicated to the inspiring and engaging eye of the 
photographer. The show runs from June 5-June 26. Artist  
reception June 5, 7-9pm. Categories (Cash prizes):

1. The Human Condition
2. Nature
3. Architecture
4. Humor
DEADLINE :   May 15, 2021
Apply here: https://www.cognitoforms.com/ButlerArtCenter1/
apictureisworthathousandwords

Backroads: 
Art Less-Travelled
June 5-27 
Vestige Concept 
Gallery
Vestige Concept Gallery 
Presents: Backroads: Art 
Less-Travelled. This exhibit 
seeks to showcase works 
of art that venture off the 
beaten path, especially with 
regard to travel. Artwork 
could include places or ex-
periences involving hidden 
gems, special or unusual 
places, wanderings, odd 
travel, strange encounters, 
and/or “lost” and fading 
places. 

DEADLINE: May 22, 2021
https://www.vestigegallery.
com

Apply here: https://artist.
callforentry.org/festivals_
unique_info.

https://www.anthropologyofmotherhood.com/traf-submissions-2021
https://www.anthropologyofmotherhood.com/traf-submissions-2021
https://www.anthropologyofmotherhood.com/traf-submissions-2021


Great News!

The Art of the State entry site for 2021 is now open and ready to 
receive submissions. We are happy to coordinate this news with the 
announcement that The State Museum is scheduled to re-open to the 
public on April 30, 2021.  We believe that we can successfully hold an 
on-site show of art in the galleries.

We have made a few changes in the submission process. New in 2021:

1. �Art of the State will open at The State Museum on Sunday,  
September 26, 2021, and close on Sunday, January 2, 2022.

2. �We are now using the well-known art entry site Café for  
applications.

3. The fee to enter is $30 for 4 works of art.

4. The maximum number of entries is four per artist.

5. The deadline for submissions is May 28, 2021.

To enter and review the exhibition details, please go to the entry site.

For questions about the exhibition, please contact Amy S. Hammond at 
RA-PHARTOFTHESTATE@pa.gov.

For instructions on how to enter, please visit https://www.callforentry.
org/artist-help-cafe

Thank you for your extreme patience as we made our final plans and 
prepared to open the Art of the State competition. We hope that you 
and your loved ones are safe and well!

Call for Artists
Online Gallery Exhibit 

Guidelines 
This show will also be displayed on our 
website, www.laurelarts.org. The artist 
understands and agrees that Laurel Arts 
reserves the right to reproduce and 
distribute the images through print and/or 
electronic media for promotion of the 
exhibition. 

The artist grants Laurel Arts the right to 
allow authorized agents to photograph and/
or videotape the artwork and to use or 
reproduce images of the artwork for 
publicity and educational purposes. 

The artist confirms there are no existing 
copyrights on the listed artwork(s) that 
interfere with these conditions and will 
retain all copyrights to his/her artwork(s). 

About our Juror … 

Diane Kelly, artist and owner of Firesong 
Studio, near Bedford, PA, has an extensive 
background in graphic arts and fine arts. She 
has exhibited work in various galleries, 
served as a juror at the Torpedo Factory Art 
Center in Alexandria, VA, writes for and has 
worked as a technical editor for Interweave 
Press, contributing to both Handwoven 
magazine and various other books. Diane 
lives on her farm where she trains working 
Border Collies, operates her weaving 
studio/yarn shop, paints, teaches weaving, 
spinning, and knitting classes among her 
other artistic pursuits. She is constantly 
exploring the relationship between fine arts 
and fiber arts. 

Laurel Arts sincerely thanks you for your 
dedication to the arts! 

www.laurelarts.org 
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Online Gallery Exhibit 
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Studio, near Bedford, PA, has an extensive 
background in graphic arts and fine arts. She 
has exhibited work in various galleries, 
served as a juror at the Torpedo Factory Art 
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Whether those two words are seen as verbs or nouns, think 
of the positivity they suggest. How might your artwork 
reflect a spirit of uniting people, places, ideas, or suggest a 
particular concern for “divisions” you recognize?

To build is active, sometimes challenging work. To bridge 
means reaching out to get across, to link, to connect. What 
would your bridges look like? Are they existing structures, 
or perhaps even metaphorical with layers of meaning? 
What would you mend, bring together, or discard? The  
visual interpretation is up to you, with full license to |ex-
plore your medium and imagination.

Artists are sometimes lauded as “shape-makers, symbol 
collectors, and entertainers,” said Edgar Whitney, artist-
teacher. You are invited to artistically support the theme 
by communicating a sense of “Building Bridges.”

If you have questions, please call or email
Phone: 814-443-2433
Email: gallery@laurelarts.org
www.laurelarts.org

Online Gallery Exhibit 
Guidelines 

This show will also be displayed on our 
website, www.laurelarts.org. The artist 
understands and agrees that Laurel Arts 
reserves the right to reproduce and 
distribute the images through print and/or 
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exhibition. 
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Center in Alexandria, VA, writes for and has 
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Call for Artists

https://northhillsartcenter.org


WHAL Member News & Art Openings

Lynda Kirby 
“Roots & Rocks”, Monoprint

Steph Moraca, Leah Shuck, Gina Judy, Lynda Kirby, Debbie and Jim Tobin have been accepted into the 47th  
Westmoreland Arts & Heritage Festival 2021 Westmoreland Art Nationals Juried Fine Art & Photography Exhibition. 

This year’s jurors Nick Silvis and Dan Overdorff selected 100 pieces for each of the two exhibitions from a record 
breaking 564 pieces of artwork submitted. 

Artwork will be displayed on their Facebook page and website. First Exhibit, Westmoreland County Community  
College Youngwood, will run from May 22 -June 19, 2021 Second Exhibit, Westmoreland Arts & Heritage Festival  
Twin Lakes Park, will run from June 26 -July 24, 2021.

Steph Moraca - “Naples Sunset”, Oil

Debra Tobin, Jim 
Tobin, Gina Judy & 
Lynda Kirby have 
been accepted into 
the Greensburg Art 
Center Biennial 2021 
Juried Exhibition 
by juror Kurt Shaw. 
Show runs May 15-
June 25. Opening 
reception 6-8pm on 
Saturday, May 15.

Gina Judy, Lynda 
Kirby, Debbie and 
Jim Tobin submitted 
work to the Butler 
Art Center’s “Art Is…”  
show, along with 28 
other artists. Exhibit, 
on view in the gal-
lery April 16- May 15. 
The “Art is…” exhibit 
will showcase the 
talents of all media 
and genres. 

Lynda Kirby 
Lynda Kirby James Tobin

Debra Tobin

Debra Tobin

James Tobin

Gina Judy



WHAL Member News & Art Openings

James and Debra Tobin have artwork on  
display in multiple shows including:
•  �Cranberry Artists Network Reawaken,  

Rejoin, Rejoice Spring Members’ Show at 
Cranberry Municipal Building thru May 6

• �The Butler Associated Artists of Pittsburgh 
Art Is Show at Butler Art Center through 
May 6

• �The Beaver Valley Artists 44th Annual 
Spring Show at Merrick Art Gallery in New 
Brighton through May 13

• �The North Hills Art Center Inspired by 
Nature Show through May 14 where James 
received an Honorable Mention for his “ 
Twilight by the Pond” Digital on Metal. 

James’ “BRC” Digital on Metal is also  
currently on display at the Erie Art Museum’s 
98th Annual Nicole & Harry Martin Spring 
Show through June 25, 2021. 

James and Debra will also have work in the 
West Hills Art League Annual Member’s 
Virtual Mother’s Day Show and Sale May 1 
through 20, Latrobe Art Center Annual  
Open Show May 6 through June 5, The 
Greensburg Art Center Biennial Juried  
Exhibition at Greensburg Art Center May 
15 through June 25 and The Virtual Juried 
Westmoreland Art Nationals May 22 through 
June 9 and July 1 through 4.

Kim Freithaler has had this painting accepted into 
the Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh’s Museum Lab 
portrait exhibition starting this June.

Congratulations to our award-winning WHAL members  
at the North Hills Art Center Inspired by Nature Show 
highlighting Beechwood Farms

Douglas Brown - Honorable Mention “The Rock Pond” 
James Tobin - Honorable Mention  
“Twilight by the Pond”. 

Other participating members  
include Gina Judy, Lynda Kirby,  
Debra Tobin, and Helena  
Valentine. 

Virtual show available on NHAC  
website and facebook page.  
In gallery show through May 14.

Colleen Tittiger, Debbie and Jim Tobin are participating 
in the Beaver Valley Artists 44th Annual Members’  
Exhibition. Show dates are April 25th – May 13th at 
Merrick Art Gallery, 1100 5th Ave., New Brighton, PA.

Opening Reception Sunday, April 25th, 1:00 – 4:00 PM.
The Exhibition is open during Merrick Art Gallery 
hours: 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday, and beginning on April 25th, Sunday 1:00 – 
4:00 PM. Masks are required on the premises.



WHAL Member News & Art Openings

Juror Keiko Tanabe selected Gina Judy for WATERCOLOR 
OHIO 2021 to be held in Kirtland, OH (near Cleveland) from 
July 17-Sept. 3 at the Gallery at Lakeland Community College, 
7700 Clocktower Drive. (Ballet Series VII: All Dressed)

Online Competitive gallery with winners 
from around the USA, Ukraine, Canada, 
Netherlands, Germany, Serbia, Australia, 
United Kingdom, France and Russia.

Gina Judy is honored that her painting 
“Betty H. On Her Special Day” was selected 
for the CROSSCURRENTS Juried Exhibition 
at the Stifel Fine Art Center, 1330 National 
Rd., Wheeling, from May 13-July 3, 2021~

Congratulations to Gina Judy for receiving the Irene Ackerman 
Watercolor Award for her submission ”Sunny San Antonio  
Riverwalk 2” in the Cranberry Artists Network Reawaken,  
Rejoin, Rejoice 2021 Members Spring Show. The show will be  
on display during normal business hours at the Cranberry 
Township Municipal Center thru May 6 and on  the Cranberry 
Artists Network YouTube! https://youtu.be/KUwt8VwOJJw

Doris Dumrauf’s photo of Milkweed Bugs on Common 
Milkweed was Runner-Up Winner out of more than 
4,800 submissions in the “Close-Up Native Plants and 
their Wildlife Visitors” category of the 2020 National 
Wildlife Federation ‘Garden for Wildlife’ photo contest.



Westmoreland Art Nationals 
Juried Fine Art & Photography Exhibit 

Every year, the Westmoreland Arts & Heritage Festival holds the Westmoreland 
Art Nationals, a juried fine art and photography competition, featuring art from 
all around the country. Artists are permitted to enter as many pieces as they’d 
like to be considered in both of our exhibits.

The first exhibit will be held in Commissioners Hall at Westmoreland County 
Community College. The exhibit will run from Saturday, May 22 through  
Wednesday, June 9, with the Opening Reception on May 22 from 6-8 PM.  
Awards will be Announced at 7:00 PM on May 22 and posted on our Facebook 
page. The second exhibit will be held at the Westmoreland Arts & Heritage  
Festival on Thursday, July 1 through Sunday, July 4 with the Opening Reception 
set for Saturday, June 26 from 6-8 PM. Awards will be Announced at 7:00 PM on 
June 26 and posted on our Facebook page. Both shows are free and open to the 
public to attend.

https://artsandheritage.com

Greensburg Art Center 
2021 Biennial 

Juried Exhibition
Open Juried Exhibition 

May 15 – June 25
http://www.greensburgartcenter.org

Events and Shows

Cranberry 
Artists Network

Reawaken, Rejoin, 
Rejoice 2021 Members 

Spring Show
On display during normal 

business hours
March 26 – May 6

at the Cranberry Township 
Municipal Building

2525 Rochester Road 
Cranberry Township, PA 16066

May 22 & 23

Shadyside...
The Other Art Festival 
on Walnut Street with 
Craft Marketplace

739 Bellefonte Street
10am-5pm

100 Artists
For more info:
www.artfestival.com

June 5-14

Three Rivers 
Art Festival

Pittsburgh Cultural District
(Not Point State Park or Gateway Center).

12 noon-8pm daily

This part online/part live event will  
include enhanced virtual presentations  
and select in-person, limited-capacity  
attractions.

https://traf.trustarts.org

www.cranberryartistsnetwork.com

Latrobe Art Center 
Annual Open 

Art Show
This exhibition will be on display at 
the Latrobe Art Center, 819 Ligonier 
St., Latrobe, PA, and online at Latro-

beArtCenter.org Thursday, May 6 
- Saturday, June 5, 2021. A Reception 

will take place on Thursday, May 
13, 2021 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 p.m. at 
the Latrobe Art Center. Awards will 
be presented at 7:00 p.m. and will 
be livestreamed via YouTube and 

Facebook.

https://www.latrobeartcenter.org



@WestHillsArtLeaguewww.WestHillsArtLeague.com

BOARD MEMBERS:
Debra Tobin - President.............................................................................debratobin@ymail.com
Kim Freithaler - Vice President / Programs.................................. kimartagain@gmail.com
Leah Shuck - Secretary...............................................................................leahshuck@gmail.com
Audra Zampogna - Treasurer............................................................... twoaudra22@yahoo.com
Helena Valentine - Membership............................................helenamvalentine@yahoo.com
Cindy Gilberti - Website / Social Media.............................................c.b.gilberti1@gmail.com
James Tobin - Multimedia..................................................................... jamestobin@yahoo.com
Lynda Kirby - Publicity / Communications................kirbycreativeservices@yahoo.com 

Send Newsletter submissions to:
Lynda Kirby • kirbycreativeservices@yahoo.com

Send Social Media submissions to:
Cindy Gilberti  •  c.b.gilberti1@gmail.com

West Hills Art League
P.O. Box 633, Moon Township, PA 15108

This year’s annual art exhibit will be 
presented virtually with images of all 61 
entries compiled into a video presentation 
which will be posted on our website,  
Facebook page and YouTube channel.

Our Judge, Diane Pontoriero, will review 
the digital images and select the award 
winners. We will announce the winners  
on Sunday, May 9 during an online  
presentation. 

Our judge will offer insights into their 
selections with a recorded presentation 
during our May meeting.

Judge Bio: Diane Pontoriero

Diane Pontoriero has been creating and 
teaching art for over 50 years. She knew at 
an early age that creating art was what she 
wanted and needed to do. She was able to 
help her high school art teacher teach art 

classes to the middle school classes 
showing the importance of art 
education. Her artwork is inspired 
by nature and she enjoys painting 
landscapes especially local nature 
reserves like Beechwood Farms. 
Diane works in a variety of media: 
oil, acrylic, watercolors, pastels, fiber 
arts, and ceramics and has been 
fortunate to be able to teach art to 
all ages, from 4 to 94 years old. She 
has taught elementary and middle 
school art locally and has been 
teaching art at the North Hills Art 
Center for many years. She is cur-
rently the pottery studio supervisor 
and President of the Board of Direc-
tors at the North Hills Art Center.

This information will also be available on 
the website: http://westhillsartleague.com/ 
Meetings > Exhibits/Events

Join our Zoom show live on Sunday,  
May 9th from 1-4pm:  https://cmu.zoom.
us/j/95783299353?pwd=dmMyMnp6N0w3Z
EJPSHN5ZDJUTWN2UT09

INSPIRED BY NATURE
Highlighting Beechwood Farms

https://northhillsartcenter.org

Gallery show 
now through 

May 14th

Announcing the “Art Is…” Exhibit through May 15. 
What is art to you? How do you create? If art comes 
from within, what do you express? “Art is…” exhibit 
will showcase the talents of all medias and genres.

https://butlerartcenter.org

Events and Shows

Meeting ID: 957 8329 9353
Passcode: 544042

http://www.WestHillsArtLeague.com
mailto:debratobin@ymail.com
mailto:kimartagain@gmail.com
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