
JUNE 
2023

N E W S L E T T E R
West Hills Art League

West Hills Art League Annual Mother' s Day Show 

Best in Show
Kim Freithaler

“The Forest”, Oil

First Place
Patricia Mae Young

“The Stone Wall”, Oil

Second Place 
Marian Sallade

“Blue Water”, Oil

Third Place
Cindy Gilberti, 

“New England Rocks”, Pastel

Honorable Mention
Lance Maloney

“1102 Sunday Street”, Acrylic

Honorable Mention
Lance Maloney

“Eastern Bluebird”, Acrylic

Honorable Mention
Lynda Kirby

“Fake Love”, Digital

Honorable Mention
Patricia Mae Young

“Morning Shadows”, Pastel 

People’s Choice Award
James Tobin

“Fenetra”, Digital

Our Judge, Victor Beltran, selected the award winners from over 60 entries on Sunday, May 14th. If you missed it, the 
show is now posted on the WHAL website, Facebook page and YouTube channel. http://www.westhillsartleague.com



West Hills Art League 2 0 2 3  C A L E N D A R

*Details subject to changes as needed - look for updates in the newsletter throughout the year.

June 6	  WHAL Virtual Show and Share 7:00pm

June 10	 Plein Air - Gilfillan Farm
	 Upper Saint Clair, Pa 9:30 am.
	 https://www.gilfillanfarm.org/index.php/history

June 15	 Plein Air -Hyeholde Restaurant
	 Coraopolis, Pa. 9:30 am.
	 https://www.hyeholde.com/

June 22	 WHAL Member Picnic and Plein Air Day
	 Robin Hill Carriage House 
	 9:00 am open for plein air painters. 
	 6:00 pm Potluck dinner and Show and Share

July 	� Pittsburgh Airport Area Chamber of Commerce Art 
pickup/drop off Date - TBA

July 11 	 WHAL Virtual Show and Share 7:00pm

July 13	 Plein Air - Simmons Farm
	 McMurray, Pa. 9:30 am.
	 https://www.simmonsfarm.com/home.html

August 1 	 WHAL Virtual Show and Share 7:00pm

August 17	 Plein Air - The Frick Pittsburgh
	 Pittsburgh, Pa. 9:30 am.
	 https://www.thefrickpittsburgh.org/

August 26	 Plein Air - The Walled Garden Mellon Park
	 Pittsburgh, Pa. 9:00 am.
	 https://pittsburghparks.org/mellon-park-walled-garden/

September 5 	 WHAL Virtual Show and Share 7:00pm

September 14 	 Plein Air - Greendance The Winery at SandHill
	 Mount Pleasant, Pa. 10:00 am.
	 https://www.greendancewinery.com/

September 21 	 WHAL Members Meeting - Robin Hill Speaker 		
	 6:30pm Informal chat
	 7:00pm Business Meeting
	 7:30pm Speaker Demo

September 30 	� Artwork Drop Off for WHAL 55 Anniversary Show - 
Robin Hill  9:00am -12:00pm

Oct 1 -Nov 3	 WHAL 55th Anniversary Show
	 at Gilberti Fine Art Studio and Gallery during 	
	 the Coraopolis Fall Festival and Art Walk

October 14	 Coraopolis Fall Festival and Art Walk

October 3 	 WHAL Virtual Show and Share 7:00pm

October 19 	 WHAL 55th Anniversary Show Reception 
	 Sat. Oct. 14, 1:00pm-4:00pm

October 19 	 WHAL Members Meeting - Robin Hill Speaker 		
	 6:30pm Informal chat
	 7:00pm Business Meeting
	 7:30pm Speaker Demo

November 	� Pittsburgh Airport Area Chamber of Commerce Art 
pickup/drop off - Date TBA

November 4	 Art Pick Up for WHAL 55th Anniversary 	
	 Show-Robin Hill  9:00am -12:00pm

November 7 	 WHAL Virtual Show and Share 7:00pm

November 16 	 WHAL Members Meeting - Robin Hill Speaker 		
6:30pm Informal chat
	 7:00pm Business Meeting
	 7:30pm Speaker Demo

December 1	 $55 Holiday Art Cash and Carry Show Set up
	 10:00am - 3:00pm Robin Hill Carriage House

December 2 	 $55 Holiday Art Cash and Carry Show
	 9:00am-3:00pm during Garden Club Greens Sale.

December 2	 $55 Holiday Art Cash and Carry Show Tear Down
	 3:00 -4:00pm Robin Hill Carriage House
 
	

December 5 	 WHAL Virtual Show and Share 7:00pm

https://www.hyeholde.com/
https://www.simmonsfarm.com/home.html
https://www.thefrickpittsburgh.org/

https://pittsburghparks.org/mellon-park-walled-garden/
https://www.greendancewinery.com/


Saturday, June 10 
Gilfillan Farm
Upper Saint Clair, Pa. 9:30 am. 
https://www.gilfillanfarm.org/index.php/history 
The farm has a well-preserved farmhouse and 
nine buildings, including a large barn and car-
riage house. 

Thursday, June 15
Hyeholde Restaurant
Coraopolis, Pa. 9:30 am.
https://www.hyeholde.com/
A stone and glass castle nestled into the  
hillside and surrounded by trees and
gardens.

Thursday, July 13
Simmons Farm
McMurray, Pa. 9:30 am.
https://www.simmonsfarm.com/home.html
Panoramic views of the orchards and farm.

Thursday, August 17
The Frick Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, Pa. 9:30 am.
https://www.thefrickpittsburgh.org/
The museum and historical buildings are  
located on five acres of beautifully
landscaped lawns and gardens.

Saturday, August 26
The Walled Garden Mellon Park
Pittsburgh, Pa. 9:00 am.
https://pittsburghparks.org/mellon-park-
walled-garden/
Beautiful garden grounds with views of the city 
streets and neighborhood.

Thursday, September 14
Greendance The Winery at SandHill
Mount Pleasant, Pa. 10:00 am.
https://www.greendancewinery.com/
Greendance is a winery located on a 120-acre 
working farm. Offers expansive landscape 
views of vineyards and farm land.

West Hills Art League
2 0 2 3  P L E I N  A I R  C A L E N D A R

Please mark your calendars and plan to join us 
on Thursday, June 22nd for our West Hills Art 
League Picnic at Robin Hill Park. We will have 
the Carriage House open and available with 
kitchen and bathroom facilities throughout 
the day.  The grounds will be open for plein air 
painting and the carriage house will be set up 
for those who prefer to paint indoors. We will 
have a pot luck dinner beginning at 6pm  
followed by a show and share of the days  
artwork and any other recent works.

Please let Debra Tobin know if you will be at-
tending and what food you will bring to share 
by emailing westhillsartists@gmail.com by 
June 15.

WHAL POT LUCK PICNIC 
AND SHOW AND SHARE



The Pittsburgh Print Group Fine Art 
Printmakers Guild welcomed Lynda 
Kirby, Debra Tobin and James Tobin 
as new members. PPG is dedicated to 
artistic excellence and the perpetuation 
of printmaking as an art form.

Janine Simmons 
is showing work 

the Pittsburgh 
Watercolor Society 

(PWS) members’ 
new work in wa-

tercolor and other 
water media show. 
Exhibition opens 

June 16th Opening 
reception is June 

23rd at Sweetwater 
Center for the Arts

Recent work by Donna Lesondak!

Debra and James Tobin both were finalists 
in the Camelback Gallery FLOWER POWER 
2023 International Juried Art Exhibition.

Debra Tobin 
“Yellow Floral Dream”

Pastel

Jim Tobin 
“Summer Bounty”

Digital Art

Debra Tobin became a member of Three 
Rivers Fiber Focus and attended Heddle 
Loom with pick up sticks and Basketry 
classes at Old Economy

Congratulations to WHAL 
members Gina Judy, who won 
the Mixed Media Award at the 
Westmoreland Arts Nationals, and 
Lynda Kirby, who won the Digital 
Media Art award. 

Other WHAL artists who’s work 
was selected for exhibition were 
Debra Tobin, James Tobin and 
Steph Moraca.

WHAL LITTLE ART
 GALLERY UPDATE 
Autumn (from the Girls Scouts) is 
building our Little Art Gallery and 
plans to deliver it to the Moon Public 
Library in the next few weeks. This is 
her Gold Award Project and is donat-
ing it to WHAL It will be freestanding 
with four post legs. Stay tuned for 
more info about the opening of our 
Little Art Gallery!



Off the Easel! Recently sold work from WHAL members:
At the West Hills Art League Mother’s Day Show

Sue Vandertie
Midnight Bloom

Emily Glass

“Hot Lights”
Acrylic on 
Canvas

Donna Lesondak 
sold this wicker 
Sunflower 
Coffee Table

Lynne Preisser
sold her piece 
“The Pond in 
Autumn” at 
the Pittsburgh 
Watercolor 
Society show at 
the Pittsburgh 
Botanic Garden.

Steph Moraca

“Yosemite Valley 
Dawn”, acrylic on 
canvas panel

“Delicate Arch”, 
acrylic on canvas 
panel

Marian Sallade

Donkey in the sun, 8x10 oil 
was sold from the Animals 
For Art exhibit at the North 
Hills Art Center.

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

Janine Simmons
Sandy

Donna 
Lesondak

Dragonfly 
Lagoon

Sandra Beitsinger
Beginning of Fall

Donna 
Lesondak

Geometric 
Mirror

Donna Lesondak
Palette



Email your submission by June 27th  at kirbycreativeservices@yahoo.com
JUNE 2023 ART CHALLENGE: SOMETHING YOU LOVE ABOUT SUMMER 

WHAL May Challenge: 
April Showers Bring May Flowers

Lance Maloney
Iris I was in Vermont”

Lance Maloney
Heavenly Lillies

Lance Maloney
 Lovely Lillies 

Leah Shuck
Both are in acrylic. This is a lesson I teach to my sophomore 

students about the Victorian Language of Flowers.

Josette Baker
“Dogwoods at Hillman Park”

The source photo for my watercolor painting 
was taken on a recent hike on the Haul Trail.

Duane Cacali
“ Mountain Top Flowers “ 

Duane Cacali
“ Wild Flowers In The Meadow “ 

Lynda Kirby
“ Magnolias“ 



Email your submission by June 27th  at kirbycreativeservices@yahoo.com
JUNE 2023 ART CHALLENGE: SOMETHING YOU LOVE ABOUT SUMMER 

WHAL May Challenge: 
April Showers Bring May Flowers

James Tobin James Tobin James Tobin

Debra Tobin Debra Tobin Lance Maloney
Tree Peonies

Lance Maloney
May Flower Arrangement.

Helena Valentine
Digital

Leah Shuck
Photography



Call for Artists

The Confluence Art Show features artwork produced by 
professional as well as amateur artists. We welcome both 

walk-in and mail-in art in 2D or 3D format in all media with a 
science fiction, fantasy or horror theme.

We charge a small commission on sales.
Art that is for display only is charged a nominal hanging fee.

Send art show inquiries and mail-in art to:
Joan Fisher: artshow@parsec-sff.org 

809 Sleepy Hollow Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15234

confluence-sff.org/art-show/

July 21-23
sheraton Pittsburgh airport Hotel

WWW.CONFLUENCE-SFF.ORG
facebook.com/groups/confluencesff              Twitter & Instagram:  @confluenceSFF

Confluence is presented by PARSEC, a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t organization. www.parsec-sff.org.

FEATURED MUSIC GUEST

SASSAFRASS

o n f l u e n c e  2 0 2 3

GUEST OF HONOR
ADA PALMER

Our featured artist is susan dexter!
We will hold two writing workshops. Our facilitator this year is timons esaias. Registration opens 3/15.

Featured Saturday evening entertainers will be the Confused greenies.

CALLING ALL ARTISTS!

The Confluence Art Show wants you....and your art!

The Confluence Art Show features artwork produced by 
professional as well as amateur artists. We welcome both 

walk-in and mail-in art in 2D or 3D format in all media with a 
science fi ction, fantasy or horror theme. 

We charge a small commission on sales. 
Art that is for display only is charged a nominal hanging fee.

https://confluence-sff.org/art-show/

Conf luence is . . . Panels • Writing Workshops & Exercises • Concerts • Dealers Room
Art Show • Art Workshops & Demos  • Entertainment • Autographing • Poetry • Readings

Hospitality Suite • Pitch Sessions • Authors • Editors • Fans and more!

Other concert performers will 
include A Halo Called Fred, 
LEX the Lexicon Artist, 
Rhiannon’s Lark, Summer Russell, 
Tonks and the Aurors, and 
Triforce Quartet.
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Call for Artists
The West Hills Art League has once again been  

invited to participate in the Moon Township Garden 
Club Garden Tour. Plein air artists are invited to set up 
from 9am to 3pm on Saturday, June 24. There will be 

seven gardens and we can have 1-2 artists per location. 
Artists may also set up a display of other art for sale. 

Please let Debra Tobin know asap if you will be 
participating by emailing westhillsartists@gmail.com.

Art Classes at 
Gilberti Fine Art Studio

To register, email:
gilbertifineart@gmail.com

https://confluence-sff.org/about-history/
https://moontownshipgardenclub.com
https://butlerartcenter.org/index.html
https://butlerartcenter.org/index.html
https://gilbertifineart.weebly.com


Call for Artists

https://northhillsartcenter.org


Call for Artists

https://www.cranberryartistsnetwork.com


Events and Shows

PASTEL WORKSHOP
OPEN TO ALL!

Visit the Pittsburgh Pastel Artists League 
website for class description and to register.

https://www.ppal-artists.com

Loriann Signori  4-day (In Person) Workshop  
“From the Marvelous to the Mundane”

Dates: Wednesday, October 25 - Saturday, October 28
Location: Gilberti Fine Art 1030 5th Ave., Coraopolis

Time: 9:30 - 4pm
Cost: $550 (members) $600 (non-members)

Pet Portraits
Kim Freithaler
Wed., June 21, 9:30-3:30

Steubenville Art Association Workshops 
at historic Ft. Steuben

$45 non-members if paid by 
first-Saturday of the month; 
Send Checks payable to SAA to 
Steubenville Art Association, 
P. O. Box 1061, Steubenville, OH. 
After first-Saturday, price is $50 
for non-members.   Supply-lists 
available. Contact Gina Judy at 
740-282-7908 for questions. 

WEST HILLS ART LEAGUE 
55TH ANNIVERSARY SHOW
October 1 - November 3 at Gilberti Fine Art 

Studio and Gallery during the Coraopolis Fall 
Festival and Art Walk

• Opening Reception: Saturday, October 14, 1-4PM
• Art Drop Off: September 30, 9AM - 12PM
• Art Pick Up: November 4, 9AM - 12PM

WEST HILLS ART LEAGUE 
$55 HOLIDAY ART CASH AND 

CARRY SHOW
� December 2, 9AM-1PM at Robin Hill Carriage 

House during the Moon Township Garden Club 
Greens & Things Sale

• Drop Off & Pick Up details TBD
• Opening Reception details TBD

WHAL Celebrates 55 years in 2023!

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR for 

these upcoming 
events!

Stifel Fine Arts Center 
 Crosscurrents, June 9 - July 28, 2023

https://www.ppal-artists.com
https://artist.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.php?ID=11492
https://butlerartcenter.org/index.html


Events and Shows

Patty Young’s 
upcoming exhibit 

“My Life With 
Pastels” will be 

on display 
at Gilberti Fine Art 
beginning in June
 through the end 

of July. 

The Opening 
reception is 

Saturday, July 8th 
from 10am-1pm 
to coincide with 

Second Saturdays 
in Coraopolis. 

She will also be 
providing a pastel 

demonstration 
during that time.

 Free refreshments 
and open to 
the public.

Reception and Awards Saturday, June 3, 5-7pm
North Hills Art Center 3432 Babcock Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA  Gallery Hours M-F 10-3

https://www.ppal-artists.com


@WestHillsArtLeaguewww.WestHillsArtLeague.com

BOARD MEMBERS:
Debra Tobin - President.............................................................................debratobin@ymail.com
Kim Freithaler - Vice President / Programs.................................  kimartagain@gmail.com
Leah Shuck - Secretary...............................................................................leahshuck@gmail.com
Audra Zampogna - Treasurer...............................................................twoaudra22@yahoo.com
Helena Valentine - Membership........................................... helenamvalentine@yahoo.com
Cindy Gilberti - Website / Social Media.............................................c.b.gilberti1@gmail.com
James Tobin - Multimedia..................................................................... jamestobin@yahoo.com
Lynda Kirby - Publicity / Communications................kirbycreativeservices@yahoo.com 

Send Newsletter submissions to:
Lynda Kirby • kirbycreativeservices@yahoo.com

Send Social Media submissions to:
Cindy Gilberti  •  c.b.gilberti1@gmail.com

West Hills Art League
P.O. Box 633, Moon Township, PA 15108

The 26th Annual Hameau Artist Retreat 
September 26-30, 2023. 

Day options available for all Hameau Artist Retreats.
Hameau Farm Studio Artist Retreat is a gathering place for artists to 
share, create, learn, and have fun. The unique studio, variety of land-
scape views, seasonal farm to table food, and camaraderie compel the 
artists to return. From the beginner to the professional artist, Hameau 
captures and inspires the creative spirit in a positive and supportive 
atmosphere.
 
Susan Nicholas Gephart believes in nurturing the  
“Artistic Spirit” of the individual artist. Hameau Farm Studio in The Big 
Valley of Central Pennsylvania has been the perfect place for her to 
organize Artist Retreats for the last 20 years.
 
We welcome artists of all media and levels, serve  
beautiful meals catered to individual needs, and we will work to fit 
your schedule, interests, and budget.
 

The panoramic views and comforts of the Hameau Farm Studio along 
with its well-lit space for demos, critiques, and painting make it an 
ideal getaway for artists. The beautiful fields, valleys, Amish farms, 
and lush Kish Creek await the colors of your palatte. Beyond Hameau 
lie Brookmere Vineyards, Plum Bottom Farm lane, and the view of 
Juniata Valley at Jack’s Mountain.
 
Life doesn’t get much better for artists, when all they have to think 
about is “Which beautiful scene should  
I paint next?”

Register online, https://www.snicholasart.
com/hameau-artist-retreat

EXHIBITION RUNS  
NOW THROUGH
FRIDAY, JUNE 30

www.greensburgartcenter.org

Events and Shows

https://www.snicholasart.com/hameau-artist-retreat
http://westhillsartleague.com
http://www.WestHillsArtLeague.com
mailto:debratobin@ymail.com
mailto:kimartagain@gmail.com
mailto:leahshuck@gmail.com
mailto:twoaudra22@yahoo.com
mailto:helenamvalentine@yahoo.com
mailto:c.b.gilberti1@gmail.com
mailto:jamestobin@yahoo.com
mailto:kirbycreativeservices@yahoo.com
mailto:kirbycreativeservices@yahoo.com
mailto:c.b.gilberti1@gmail.com
https://www.greensburgartcenter.org

